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1 )^| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 June 2008 . 
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3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 40 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claim is directed to a computer program which is 
non-statutory subject matter. The applicant is advised to amend to claim to state "A 
computer readable medium encoded with a program for controlling..." to overcome the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/1/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicants arguments related to independent claim 14 is 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, in regards to the 
rejection of independent claims 1 5 and 19. The examiner asserts that the claims are 
written broadly and do not recite the structure of the holding unit which is mounted to 
the connecting mount and on which the apparatus is mounted wherein the judging unit 
judges a direction relative to the connection mount that the electronic apparatus faces 
when the camera is mounted to the holding unit and setting the mode of the camera. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1: Claims 15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US 20030117521 Nakaoka. 

2: As for Claim 15, Nagaoka '521 discloses A data processing apparatus for 
exchanging data with an electronic apparatus through a connecting mounting, the 
electronic apparatus being electrically connected to the connecting mounting (as show 
in Fig. 1 1 thick line), comprising: a judging unit which judges a direction relative to tile 
connecting mounting which a part of the electronic apparatus mounted on connecting 
mounting faces (when the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange 
the liquid crystal display portion 17 toward the user side, a card reader/writer function 
for the memory card 53 mounted on the digital camera 14 can be realized by using the 
digital camera 14 and the PC 38 connected to the cradle 11, page 3, paragraph 0060, 
line 1 . Since a card reader/writer function for the memory card 53 mounted on the digital 
camera because of a specific direction, it is done by a judging unit); and a mode setting 
unit which sets the data processing apparatus in an operation mode corresponding to 
the direction of the part judged by the judging unit, in which mode data are exchanged 
between the data processing apparatus and the electronic apparatus (Since a card 
reader/writer function is mounted, it is mounted by a mode setting unit. Furthermore, the 
PC 38 reads the data recorded in the memory card 53 via the signal processing portion 
49, the USB interface portion 44, the control system terminals 29 of the connector 26, 
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the display system terminals 25 of the connector 20 of the cradle 1 1 and the USB 
controller 34 and the USB interface portion 30, and the data can be displayed on the 
monitor, page 3, paragraph 0063, line 1). 

3: In regards to Claim 19, Nagaoka '521 discloses a data processing apparatus for 
exchanging data with an electronic apparatus through a connecting mounting, the 
electronic apparatus being detachably mounted on the connecting mounting and 
electrically connected to the connecting mounting when mounted on the connecting 
mounting, an operation mode setting method comprising: judging a direction relative to 
the connecting mounting a part of the electronic apparatus mounted on the connecting 
mounting faces (when the digital camera 14 is in a state of being installed in the cradle 
1 1 with its imaging lens 16 directed toward the user side, the direct-current power 
supply terminal 27 of the connector 26, the ground terminal 28 and the plurality of 
control system terminals 29 are correspondingly connected to the direct-current supply 
power supply terminal 21 of the connector 20, the ground terminal 22 and the plurality of 
imaging system terminals 23, paragraph 44, page 2, line 1); and setting the data 
processing unit in an operation mode corresponding to the direction of the part judged 
by the judging unit, in which mode data are exchanged between the data processing 
apparatus and the electronic apparatus (When the digital camera 14 is installed, the 
cradle 1 1 automatically detects its direction. First, when the digital camera 14 is 
installed with its imaging lens 16 arranged toward the riser side, similar to a path "a" 
shown by a thick line in FIG. 6, the CPU 37 of the cradle 1 1 is connected to the signal 
processing portion 49 via the imaging system terminals 23 of the connector 20 and the 
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control system terminals 29 of the connector 26 of the digital camera 14, paragraph 
0052, line I, page 3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5: Claims 14 and 22-32 are allowed. 

Claims 16-18 and 34-39 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art teaches the use of a camera and docking system that allows the 
camera to be operated in different modes depending on the orientation at which the 
camera is mounted to the docking station. However, the prior art does not teach the 
specifics of the structure of the holding unit with connecting mount as recited in Claim 
14 and 40. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hannett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7309. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564 The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/James M. Hannett/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 

JMH 

October 1 0, 2008 



